Provosty

Provost tried to organize a rival expedition
through negotiations with Bernard Pratte &
Company. Ashley followed him to St. Louis,
arriving Sept. 9, 1826, and offered Bernard
Pratte & Company a share in his 1827 expe-
dition. They accepted and abandoned the Pro-
vost project

In the fall of 1828, Provost was sent by Ken-
neth Mackenzie to search for trappers of the
American Fur Company. If there was ever a
difficult job to be done, Provost was usually
chosen to carry it through. In 1830 he was one
of the hunters at Fort Union, and in 1831 was
listed as a boatman on the roll of the American
Fur Company. In 1834 he guided Fontenelle
and Drips to Bayou Salado (South Park, Colo.).
In the spring of that year he led a party for the
American Fur Company and was at Ham's Fork
on the Colorado in July 1834. In 1843 Provost
served as guide for Audubon in his expedition
into the upper Western country and is frequently
mentioned in the latterJs journals. Provost was
married in St. Louis, on Aug. 14, 1829, to Marie
Rose Salle dit Lajoie, daughter of Lambert and
Madeleine (Delor) Salle dit Lajoie; one child,
Marie, lived to majority. His last trip to the
mountains was probably in 1847, a^ter which he
settled down in St. Louis. His will, probated on
July 24, 1850, gave all his property to his wife,
including lands in Iowa Territory and St. Louis.
A city, river, and valley in Utah have been
named for Provost, the name being abbreviated
to Provo. South Dakota also has a town of that
name. Etienne Provost is not to be confused
with Jean Baptist Provost, also conspicuous in
the fur trade.
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PROVOSTY, OLIVIER OTIS (Aug. 3,
i852-Aug. 3, 1924), Louisiana jurist, was born
in Pointe Coupee Parish. He was the son of
Atiguste and Eliska (Labry) Provosty, members
of prominent Creole families. His paternal
grandfather, also named Auguste, emigrated from
Nantes, France, in 1815, and settled in New
Orleans; his father served in the Louisiana leg-
islature and was one of the original signers of
the secession ordinance adopted by the state at
the opening of the Civil War. The son spent his
youth in his native parish, receiving his early
education at home from private tutors, and at
Poydras Academy, New Roads, Pointe Coupee
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Parish. After graduating from the academy he
attended Georgetown University, Washington,
D. C., for a time, but the death of his father
compelled him to leave before graduation. Re-
turning to Louisiana, he studied law in the of-
fices of two New Orleans attorneys and attended
for a time the law department of the University
of Louisiana (now Tulane University). On
Jan. 14, 1873, he was admitted to the Louisiana
bar. From 1873 to 1876 he was district attorney
for the parishes of Pointe Coupee, Avoyelles,
and West Feliciana. In December 1876 he was
married to Euphemie Labatut, of Pointe Coupee
Parish.

In 1888 Provosty was elected to the state Sen-
ate. He served through 1890 and as senator
drafted and procured the adoption of the statute
creating the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District,
said to have been the model for the organic law
of the numerous levee districts subsequently
created. He also drafted and unsuccessfully ad-
vocated the adoption of a bill to put an end to
the convict lease system in the state, later adopt-
ed with very little change, and he was conspicu-
ous in the fight to prevent the recharter of the
Louisiana Lottery. He was an active member
of the Louisiana constitutional convention of
1898. From 1898 to 1901 he was referee in
bankruptcy for the Baton Rouge division of the
eastern district of Louisiana, and in 1904 he was
appointed chairman of the Torrens Land Law
Commission. For a number of years he was
legal advisor to the Pointe Coupee police jury.
In April 1901 he was appointed an associate jus-
tice of the Louisiana supreme court by Gov. W.
W. Heard, and seven years later, in 1908, he was
elected to succeed himself. In 1912 he was made
a member of the Louisiana Tax Commission. In
January 1922 he was elevated to the office of
chief justice of the supreme court of Louisiana,
but after holding the position for one year he
voluntarily retired from public life. His de-
cisions as a judge, while uneven, maintained a
high average. Provosty was studious by nature,
and extremely well read in both English and
French literature. He delighted in social life and
was a member of several clubs and fraternal or-
ganizations. He was also very fond of golf and
other outdoor sports. In religion he was a Ro-
man Catholic. He died in New Orleans upon
the seventy-second anniversary of his birth.
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